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National Veterans Creative Arts Festival

Category Veteran and VA Facility Location
Solo Dramatic Prose Lana Gillaspie, Knoxville, Iowa
Group Dramatic Prose Mike McCann and Chris Mandia, Long Beach, Calif.
Solo Patriotic Prose Helen Glass, Tucson, Ariz.
Solo Religious Prose Houston Lewis, Memphis, Tenn.
Solo Comedy Mike McCann, Long Beach, Calif.
Group Comedy The Sensations, Chicago, Ill.
Solo Dramatic Poetry Carla Renee, Washington, D.C.
Solo Patriotic Poetry Melvin Bjugstad, Minneapolis, Minn.
Solo Religious Poetry Rand Fullmer, Salt Lake City, Utah
Solo Comedy Poetry Barbara Chaney, Temple, Texas
Group Poetry Bickfords, Sioux Falls, S.D.
Solo Dramatic Interpretive Performance William M. Droz, Sepulveda, Calif.
Solo Comedy Interpretive Performance Alary Ben, Battle Creek, Mich.
Group Comedy Interpretive Performance The Knoxville Players, Knoxville, Iowa
Puppetry/Ventriloquism Orlinda Marquez, Denver, Colo.
Multimedia Video Voices from Home, Miami, Fla.
Senior Drama Solo Dallas Lee, Topeka, Kan.

Woman
CHARLES SHIRLEY
VA MEDICAL CENTER
TUSCALOOSA, ALABAMA

Eighty-fi ve-year-old Charles Shirley recites poems and sings along to the familiar songs that were an impor-
tant part of his youth. The words that Shirley is able to recite through these works provide an important link 
to his past. Diagnosed with Alzheimer’s disease, Shirley, who resides at the VA Medical Center in Tusca-
loosa, Ala., can tell things to others about himself through his singing, story telling and poem recitations.

One of Shirley’s poems, entitled Woman, received fi rst place in the Special Recognition category of the Dra-
ma division. With a little bit of coaxing, Charles Shirley will recite this whimsical poem, along with several 
others that he recalls from his childhood. When he does this, the positive social recognition he receives from 
his peers and from VA staff members brings him joy and a feeling of connection with others.  
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